io-i2 July
sentenced to death in Hamburg. All the offences were com-
mitted during a period of Nazi-Communist street fighting,
when people of both sides were killed.
Saturday n                                                 HADRIAN'S WALL
Members of the University of Durham Excavation Com-
mittee have unearthed a dedication plaque at Halton Chesters,
near Newcastle, which indicates that the building of the Great
Wall from start to finish was completed within five years. The
dedication bears the name of Platorius Nepos, Governor of
Britain A.D. 122-6, who also directed the first stages of the wall
building.
Sunday 12                                      NIGHT WATCH AT VERDUN
In commemoration of the Battle of Verdun, which was
begun by the German attack of 12 February, 1916, some tens
of thousands of French and Allied ex-soldiers gathered at
Verdun to-day to renew their oath to defend peace. Special
trains, omnibuses, and motor-cars, carrying thousands who
had fought in the battle, began to arrive at Verdun last night,
and to-day the roads were choked with new arrivals.
A symbolic torch, lit from the flame burning under the Arc
de Triomphe, was brought from Paris to Rheims last night
under the escort of a guard of ex-soldiers. It was left at the
Rheims War Memorial during the night, and ex-soldiers kept
watch over it. This afternoon it was brought to Verdun, at the
head of an enormous procession, -which included M. Rivi&re,
Minister of Pensions.
Late this evening the vigil outside the ossuary at Douaumont
began. An ex-soldier made a moving appeal for silence. His
words were immediately followed by the tolling of the funeral
bell. The soldier carrying the symbolic torch mounted the
steps leading up to the memorial and lit the lamp burning at
their top. Then, after the bugles had sounded the "Sonnerie
aux Morts" (the French equivalent of the "Last Post"), each
man dropped a flower on the grave near which he stood, and
murmured, "For the peace of the world." The words were
repeated three times, and finally by a child standing alone amid
the vast crowds.
The most moving oath of all was that taken by a disabled
ex-Service man and repeated by all present. "Because those
who rest here and elsewhere," he said, "have gone to the peace
of the dead only to establish the peace of the living, and because
it would be sacrilege for us to allow what the dead abhor, we
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